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Communications of all kinds bearing on the actual living work of - 
libraries are cordially invited. THe LIBRARY WoRLD intended 
for all classes of library workers, and though general literary 
matters will not be ignored, practical articles, likely to prove useful 
to library users or librarians, will be most esteemed. 

CORRESPONDENCE, intended for publication, must be signed with the 
authors real names ; but pseudonyms may be used, if real names 
are also enclosed, provided nothing of a personal nature appears in 
the letter. The Editor will not insert anonymous letters of any kind. 


News AND ARTICLES intended for the LIBRARY WoRLD should be 
addressed to THE Epitor, and ought to reach the Office, 4, AVE 
Maria Lang, E.C., not later than the 20th of each month. 


E have received a number of communications for the most part 
cordially welcoming Zhe Library World and promising 
support. Among these are several appeals in favour of 

maintaining, in a crisp, brief manner, the practical side of the magazine 
to the exclusion of long papers on professional subjects written by 
cranks or conceited persons. We value this advice the more that it 
jumps with our own intentions, and also because experience has proved 
the folly of making a general journal of this kind a vehicle for the 
propagation of the tenets of any one school of librarianship. At the 
same time our columns will be open for the fair discussion of any 
Library problem, provided it has the ordinary qualities of interest and 
practicalness. It is only by the frank, frequent, and impersonal 
discussion of important questions that perfection can ever be attained. 
We do not agree with the opinion, so often heard, that every point in 
Library administration has been discussed ad nauseam. If certain 
subjects crop up with much frequency, it will generally be found that a 
new aspect is presented at each repetition. Many experienced Libra- 
rians and other observers are of opinion that librarianship is at present 
in its infancy, and that great developments are looming in the near 
future. The air has been so greatly cleared in recent years that 
additional means may be looked for at any time as an act of govern- 
’ mental policy. With increased means will come enormous advances in 
Library policy and administration, and it shall be our endeavour to help 
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towards this result by gathering and spreading information of a practical 
nature which will make for improvement. We shall neither ignore 
cranks nor the strictly orthodox Librarian, but give equal justice to 
both. So many useful and valuable ideas have come from the so-called 
“cranks,” since history first commenced to chronicle their doings, that 
we shall be chary of rejecting any novelty because it may seem a 
“cranky” departure from established practice. 


Tue Library Association of Australasia, which will hold its first 
Conference this year, has our best wishes for a successful and stimulat- 
ing meeting. That the executive is in earnest may be gathered from 
the prospectus issued by Mr. Anderson, the Secretary. In this, thirty 
different subjects are suggested for discussion, ranging from such 
elementary matters as the numbering of books, to questions affecting 
the relations between Libraries, the Legislature and the Public. It will 
interest many English Librarians to learn that the very first subject 
proposed for discussion is “Indicators in Lending Libraries.” Our 
Australian brethren seem to be giving undue prominence to the Fiction 
question. This is one of those peculiar topics which can never be 
settled by mere discussion, and it has been found by actual trial, both 
in America and in the United Kingdom, that nothing is so barren of 
result, or leads to more divergence of view, than a debate on the subject 
of Fiction in Public Libraries. A long-winded discussion is certain to 
be provoked, but when it is all over, nothing more will have been 
accomplished than a most unprofitable waste of time. We hope to 
learn much from the proceedings of this new Association, which we 
trust will have a long and vigorous career, and will make a strong 
impression on the librarianship of the Colonies. 


STUDIES IN LIBRARY PRACTICE. 


1. THE HISTORY AND DESCRIPTION OF LIBRARY 
CHARGING SYSTEMS. 


(Continued from page 4.) 


HE practice of the early Monastic Libraries in lending books 
was, to a great extent, based upon the principle that borrowers, 
while having equal privileges, were expected to make the best 

possible use of the books. In other words, as we have seen in the 
case of the Library with which Burns was connected, books were issued 
in such a way as to compel borrowers to take in their turn some of the 
purely didactic works. That this idea should have lived through 
hundreds of years. down even to the early part of the present century, 
says much for its vitality and the soundness of its basis. Most of the 
Monasteries issued books to the brethren but once a year, and these 
were retained till the following year. This practice had its origin in 
the Rule of St. Benedict, which, besides enjoining the issue of books 
in this way, prescribed “that one or two seniors should be appointed 
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to go round the Monastery at the hours when brethren are engaged in 
reading, in case some ill-conditioned brother should be giving himself 
up to sloth or idle talk, instead of reading steadily.” When these 
books were returned after ‘a year’s absence, the borrower was asked 
questions as to the contents of the book he had been reading, and if 
unable to satisfy the Abbot, or other superior, that he had been 
studying with attention, he was compelled to take back the same book 
and read it over again. If the borrower satisfied the examiner, he was 
allowed to choose another book. Books lent were entered in a Brevis 
Librorum, or register, which appears to have corresponded with some 
of the varieties of modern ledgers or day books. At the annual 
distribution, which was also a stock-taking, these register-entries would 
no doubt be marked off and fresh entries made of the new borrowers 
and the books issued. It is a curious commentary upon some recent 
claims to the invention of the so-called “Two-book” System, to find 
that in the Carthusian Monasteries the issue of two books at a time 
was permitted. 

In much later times, long after Monasteries had ceased to be 
centres cf educational influence, we find the same desire to combine 
the lending of books with the improvement of the reader, and a 
marked determination to make the Librarian or custodian strictly 
responsible for the works in his care, even to the extent of punishing 
him for some trivial neglect. No doubt the present attitude of those 
Librarians who exercise a jealous and grudging method of doling out 
books, has been evolved from the policeman like duties thrust upon 
earlier keepers of books. The habit of regarding even potential 
borrowers of books as freebooters for hundreds of years, has become 
crystallized into a positive belief, which it is impossible to eradicate 
from some minds. Thus have grown up all kinds of systems designed 
to make book borrowing as difficult as possible, and the actual registra- 
tion a cast-iron certainty. The Rev. Mr. Kirkwood, in his projects for 
establishing “ Liberaries intended for the Highlands,” seems to have 
been dominated by his intense anxiety on behalf of the books, their 
keepers, and their borrowers ; induced, we may hope, by considerations 
of locality as much as anything else ; though it is more likely his Rules 
simply reflect the general spirit animating Library administration in his 
time. In his 1699 tract it is laid down that “ The keeper of the bibleo- 
theck must find caution to be faithful in keeping the books and in 
preserving them from all inconveniences.” In the one dated 1702 it is 
proposed “That the books be kept under lock and key, in good and 
strong presses,” and “That each press have two locks and two keys, 
whereof one key is to be in the hands of the minister and the other of 
the schoolmaster.” Suspicion must have been rampant when even the 
parish minister could not be trusted alone in the Library! The follow- 
ing regulations as to borrowing, throw additional light upon the methods 
considered wise in the past; and they show that the Presbyterian 
conception of Library management differed but little from the Monkish. 

7. “That he who borrows any book, consign a fourth part 
more than the real value of it ; thereby to prevent the turning the 

Libraries into Book-sellers’ shops.” 
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a 8. “ Besides, the borrower of any treatise ought to enter his 

name into a book of the Library to be provided for that purpose, 
together with the time in which he is to restore it, upon pain of 
forfeiting the money consigned. ‘This seems likeways needful to 
prevent the embezelling of the books.” 

18. “That they who are intrusted with the charge of the 
books, give good security to leave them in as good case as they 
were in when they were first intrusted with them.” 

a | 26. “No book shall be lent unless the person who comes for 
f it bring with him conveniencies to carry it without damnage.” 


27. “No person at one time shall have more than two books.” 

28. “If any do neglect to return any book by the time 

limited, the Librarian shall take care to send him notice, the 
charge of which message he shall pay, besides the forfeiture.” 

Apart from the dim anticipations of modern Library rules 

contained in the regulations concerning overdues, fines, &c., the most 

interesting extract from Kirkwood’s tract is that showing the method of 

charging, which was a form of ledger in which the borrower had to sign 

a receipt for his book, together with an undertaking to return it at a 


| 
certain time. 


We have thus, at some little length, brought out the fact that the 
earliest form of registration used for loaned books was the ledger, and 
to the various forms of this we propose to devote the next section. 

(Zo be continued.) 


CATALOGUING. 


00 
1 Tue following communication has been received in response to our 
| invitation in last month’s number :— 
Mt “ The lectures proved interesting, but, in some respects, surprising 
it to those students who had been reared on Cutter’s Rules and those 
it of the Library Association. ‘The lecturer adhered to neither, but laid 
i down rules of his own, which sometimes agreed and oftentimes con- 
| | flicted with those of other authorities. Great stress was put upon the 
| Hy importance of the Author-Catalogue, and a startling theory was laid 
| down as to the Cataloguing of Saints. We were told the difference 
it between beatification and canonization, and reminded that Joan of 
Are was not yet canonized, consequently she must still be entered 
under ‘ Arc’ pending her preferment to the superior saintship, when 
W she would be transferred to ‘Saint.’ As the practice of most Public . 
Libraries is so different from this, the point seems worthy of notice. 
The lecturer rather ridiculed the plan followed in many libraries of 
cataloguing pseudonymous books under the authors’ real names. It 
H' | was referred to as a pedantic and quite unnecessary method, as readers 
only wanted to find books easily without being burdened with gra- 
ih tuitous information about authorships. The difficulty is, however, 
Wt that authors who use pseudonyms and also their own names would 
) have to be entered in two different places in the catalogue, instead of 
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having their works assembled at one only. In view of this it is surely 
only wise in choosing a name to stick to the correct one and make all 
necessary references from assumed ones. The question of dates of 
publication was touched upon, and the lecturer made a point on the 
matter of undated books. He urged the addition of approximate 
dates, and the disuse of the symbol ‘n.d.,’ which he held to be an 
easy means for enabling librarians to escape from their responsibilities. 
But the whole of this question of dating books is surrounded with 
difficulties, and few librarians have the time at their disposal to trace 
even approximate times of publication, and guesswork would be worse 
than the symbol objected to. 

The lecturer did not seem to be entirely at home when he treated 
of the Subject-Catalogue, which he referred to as a list of subjects in 
alphabetical order, used chiefly in Germany and France. He said that 
a book on Needles should be catalogued under ‘Ironmongery’ and 
under ‘ Domestic Industry.’ But why not under ‘ Needles,’ or even 
Sewing or Haberdashery? Why Ironmongery ? 

The lectures suffered from the attempt made to cover too much 
ground in a limited period, and if the opinion of a humble student is 
of any yalue, it would be much better to break large subjects like 
Cataloguing into sections, and treat each separately and in more detail.” 


WE have just received copies of two Library Magazines from Peter- 
borough and Sale and Ashton-on-Mersey Public Libraries, which were 
not noticed in our last number. ‘The first is No. 2 of the Budleiin of 
the Peterborough Public Library, issued half-yearly, dated March, 1898. 
The second is the Jnterlocutor, a magasine-journal and organ for the 
Sale and Ashton-on-Mersey Public Free Library, July, 1898. The 
Interlocutor deals more largely in general news and extracts than most 
similar publications, but Mr. Thornsby, the Librarian-Editor is wrong 
in believing his magazine to be the first monthly. The Newington 
(Surrey) Public Library Magazine was the first to be issued as a 
monthly, though it was afterwards published quarterly. 


NEW BOOKS. 


oo 


HE “ Library Series,” which was commenced last year by Mr. 
George Allen has now been completed by the publication 
of Mr. H. B. Wheatley’s “The Prices of Books.” The other 

volumes of the series are : 

I. The Free Library: Its History and Present Condition. By 

J. J. Ogle, of Bootle Free Library. 
II. Library Construction, Architecture, and Fittings. By F. J. 
Burgoyne, of the Tate Central Library, Brixton. 
III. Library Administration. By J. Macfarlane, of the British 
Museum. 
These books are issued in a handsome cctave form at the uniform 
price of Six Shillings net each. We hope to be able to give a detailed 
review of each of these works in future numbers of the Library World. - 
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Tue Publishing Section of the American Library Association has in 
preparation a “ List of French Fiction,” edited by William Beer and 
Madam Sophie Cornu ; also an annotated “ Bibliography of American 
History,” which is being prepared by Mr. J. N. Larned, late Librarian 
of the Buffalo Public Library, and author of “History for Ready 
: Reference.” A supplement to the “ A.L.A. Catalogue,” which was 
i issued in connection with the Chicago Exhibition, 1893, will be 
. published as a bulletin of the New York State Library. The Section 
i i has other works in hand, including a new edition of the “List of 
r Subject Headings,” which will be published shortly at the price of $2. 


, WE understand that a “History of the Library Association of the 
United Kingdom” has been commenced by Mr. W. D. Douthwaite, 

and will probably be completed by some other member of the 

Association. This should be a very interesting work, appealing as it 

W does to so many Librarians, and those who are connected with the 

administration of libraries in various capacities. 


| LipRARIANS so seldom write anything but official reports and catalogues, 
yi that it is a pleasure to direct attention to the issue of a little book on 
“ Brentford: Literary and Historical Sketches. First series, 1898,” by 
Mr. Fred. Turner, the Brentford Librarian. This is published by 
Mr. Elliot Stock, at the low price of 1s. 6d., and every Librarian ought 
i) to order a copy, not only as an encouragement to the more general 
q | cultivation of the literary art among Librarians, but because the book 
has undoubted merit and interest. 


. Tue eighth volume of the “ Annual Index to Periodicals,” covering 
the year 1897, will be issued in August, from the office of the Review 
| of Reviews. Miss Hetherington is to be congratulated upon the 

continued success of her valuable work, which is one of the few really 
useful library aids published on this side of the Atlantic. 


| | Tue third volume of the “ List of Private Libraries,” just published by 
G. Hedeler, of Leipzig, contains in alphabetical order of names, brief 


descriptions of 817 important collections in Germany. An index of 
Th subjects appended enables the reader to determine which collectors 
{ devote themselves to each of the specialities indexed. The descrip- 
| LY tions are in English, German and French. The first volume, compiled 
last year on the same plan, includes 601 considerable Private Libraries 
| in America. Additions to this volume will be made in connection 
with the second volume (Great Britain) now being prepared. The 
t) owners of Libraries with whom Mr. Hedeler has been unable to com- 
municate are requested to furnish him with details as to the extent of 
their Libraries and their specialities, so that they may be included in 
the lists to be published. 
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LIBRARIES AND LIBRARIANS. 


West HarTLepoot Pusiic Liprary records an issue of 81,816 
volumes as its past year’s work. The stock is 10,696 volumes, and we 
observe that in the “ Assets’ column of the Balance Sheet, the books 
are entered “at cost, ess depreciation,” at a value of £1,272 4s. 3d., 
or about 2s. 44d. per volume. It is very seldom that the stock of a 
public library is valued as an asset. _ 


Mr. GeorGe H. Anprews, the Librarian of Loughborough Free 
Public Library, reports to his committee an issue of 42,693 volumes 
for the year 1897-98, and a stock of 7,675 volumes. The Bank 
Holiday opening of the Reading Room is a success, and the addition 
of operas and national songs is noted as a good feature. 


Mr. W. Poor reports to the Vestry of the Parish of Bromley Saint 
Leonard a stock of 4,588 volumes, and a total issue of 36,140 volumes 
during the year ended March 25th last. He claims that “the ratio of 
expenditure to the work done is less than half that of any other Public 
Library in London and district,” but does not proceed to prove this 
claim, or explain what it means. 


Tue Annual Report of the Leeds Institute of Science, Art, and Litera- 
ture, of which Mr. Arthur Tait, late of Oldham Lyceum, is now 
Secretary, is a long and interesting document, full of detailed accounts 
of the active educational work carried on in various departments. ‘The 
library stock is not given, but a circulation of 28,515 volumes is 
recorded. 


Mr. Henry T. FotKarp, Librarian of Wigan, in his 20th Annual 
Report on the work of the Public Library, notes an increase of issues 
in both the reference and lending departments. The total was 
114,054 volumes, in addition to which 47,319 were issued to boys 
and girls in the Powell Boys’ Reading Room. ‘The stock is 49,706 
volumes, excluding pamphlets. <A list is given of various important 
additions, and the visit of the American Delegates to the International 
Library Conference is recorded. <A delivery station at Woodhouse 
Lane issued 1,920 volumes during 1897. 


Mr. RoLanpD HILt, Assistant in the Bournemouth Public Library has 
been appointed Sub-librarian in the Carlisle Public Library. The 
4th Annual Report of the Carlisle Public Library, Museum and Art 
Gallery, etc., returns the total stock at 16,069 volumes, and the issues 
of books for home reading at 77,379 volumes. A new edition of the 
lending library catalogue is in the press, and a juvenile catalogue is 
in preparation in which Mr. Archibald Sparke, the Librarian, proposes 
to give notes to indicate the subject matter of the books. 


THE City of Gloucester, which adopted the Public Libraries’ Acts in 
1894, has now completed arrangements for a new building, and tenders 
have been invited for the work. 
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A comMITTEE has been appointed by the Haworth District Council 
(Yorkshire), to consider the question of adopting the Public Libraries 
Acts. An offer has been made to present the sum of #500 and 1,000 
volumes, on condition that a Free Library is established. 


A MOVEMENT is in progress at Grimsby to secure the adoption of the 
Public Libraries’ Acts, and a deputation has been appointed to wait 
upon the Town Council in reference to the matter. A rate of 1d. in 
the £ would realise an income of #800 per annum. 


Tenpers have been accepted for the erection of an Art Gallery and 
Public Library for Bury, Lancashire. 


A sire has been secured for a new central Library building for Hull, in 
Albion Street, adjoining the Church Institute. The area is about 1,000 
square yards, and the price it is stated will be £6,000. The City 
Engineer has been instructed to prepare estimates and plans for the 
building. 

Tue new building of the Sandeman Public Library at Perth will be 
opened by the Earl of Rosebery, in October next. The Librarian is 
Mr. John Minto, M.A., late of the Aberdeen Public Library. We 
understand that the Chivers Indicator system has been adopted, and 
that the shelving will be Lambert’s Perfect Adjusting variety, as used 
at Worcester, Huddersfield, Shoreditch, and other Public Libraries. 


Tue Duke of Devonshire, on June 22, formally opened the Christie 
Library, presented to Owen’s College, Manchester, by Mr. R. C. 
Christie. This is the gift of Mr. Christie, late Chancellor of the Diocese 
of Manchester, who will be well known to most Librarians as a past 
President of the Library Association. Mr. Christie has been in ill 
health for some time past, but his interest in library matters is still 
active, as this recent action proves. 


LonvonpERRY Town Council has adopted the Public Libraries’ 
(Ireland) Acts, and the resolution will come into effect on August rst, 
1898. 


Tue Public Libraries’ Acts have been adopted by the Parish Council ot 
Colwall, Hereford. 


PRESIDING at a meeting of the Eastbourne Town Council, held on 
Monday, July 4th, the Mayor (Duke of Devonshire, K.G.) formally 
offered the Council a central site, valued at upwards of £5,000, for the 
erection of a Free Library and Technical Institute. His Grace’s 
generous offer was suitably acknowledged by Mr. Councillor Welch, 
Chairman of the Free Library Committee. The Acts were adopted in 
February, 1896, and the inefficient temporary premises in which the 
Library is at present situated opened by Mr. Hall Caine in July of the 
same year. 

A new Public Library building has been opened at Denton, 
Lancashire, and forms part of a block ultimately designed to contain 
the Technical School and other departments. 
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A pott of the Parish of Trumpington, Cambridgeshire, which was 
taken in June, resulted in only 43 voters recording their votes. In this 
number 25 were in favour and 16 against the adoption of the Libraries’ ~ 
Acts. The Parish Council will decide the matter at its next meeting. 


Tue Foreign Section, instituted at Willesden Green Public Library two 
years ago, has recently been augmented by a valuable gift from Mr. W. 
North, M.A., a member of the Committee, who purchased and 
presented 250 volumes of carefully selected French literature. A hanc- 
list to this section, by Mr. Chennell, the Librarian, will be published 
shortly. The list will include works by most of the best known French 
authors. The books in this section are well read, and, although chiefly 
fiction, are in many ways educational, being greatly in demand by 
students. For the information of our readers we may state that 
Willesden Green is included in the Urban District Council of Willes- 
den, and forms, in conjunction with Kilburn and Harlesden, the 
Library system of that place. 


Tue “ Mayer Free Library,” at Lower Bebington, has just entered on 
what promises to be a sphere of increased usefulness. Founded in 
1866, and maintained up to the time of his decease, in 1886, by the 
late Joseph Mayer, by whom it was also partially endowed, it has now, 
with the consent of the Charity Commissiouers, been transferred, 
together with the adjacent Public Grounds and Lecture Hall, from the 
former Managers of the “Mayer Trust,” to a new body under the same 
title, composed partly of District Councillors and partly of co-opted 
and other members, and to this body the District Council have- now 
delegated their powers under the Public Libraries’ Acts which were 
adopted in 1894, but not put in operation till May last. The 
Library contains about 19,000 volumes in all classes, and is well 
patronised, but the circulation has fallen off recently owing to the want 
of the newer books, a deficiency shortly to be obviated so far as funds 
will permit. The adjacent township of Higher Bebington has also 
opened a small Free Library in its Victoria Hall (built in commemora- 
tion of the Diamond Jubilee), under the charge of an Honorary Lady 
Librarian (Mrs. Hope). 


Tue Annual Report of the Chief Librarian of West Ham records the 
fact, that during the year ending March 25th, 1898, 373,454 volumes 
were issued, an increase of 142,098 over 1896-97, largely due to the 
opening of a temporary Library at Stratford. The Dual ticket system 
has been adopted and has proved of service, and the indicator method 
of issue is referred to as having given universal satisfaction. The new 
Library building, forming part of the Technical Institute, is progressing 
satisfactorily, and will probably be opened this year. Total stock ot 
the Libraries, 42,653 volumes, of which over 15,000 are for reference. 


Tue Urban District Council of East Ham, which is advertising for a 
Librarian at a salary of £150, rising to £200, is one of the large and 
rapidly increasing industrial districts of East London. It lies outside the 
Metropolitan area, and includes places like Ilford and North Woolwich. 
The population is about 70,000 and the rateable value £248,593. A 
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branch Library was opened for Beckton and North Woolwich in June, 
1895, and the new Library for Plashet Ward is to be erected at once, 
Mr. Passmore Edwards having given £4,000 towards the cost. 


Tue “ Libraries’ (Offences) Act, 1898,” which has almost passed through 
Parliament, is very brief, and provides that “Any person, who, in any 
library or reading-room to which this Act applies, to the annoyance or 
disturbance of any person using the same :— 

(1.) Behaves in a disorderly manner. 

(2.) Uses violent, abusive, or obscene languag >. 

(3.) Bets or gambles. 

(4.) Or, after proper warning, persists in remaining therein contrary 
to the regulations of such library or reading-room, shall be 
liable, on summary conviction to a penalty not exceeding 
forty shillings. 

There are other provisions as to the application of the Act, but the gist 
of it is given above. ‘This seems, on the whole, a useless kind of Act, 
but it may be of service if conspicuously displayed in newsrooms where 
order is difficult to maintain. 


Mr. L. S. Jast, Librarian of Peterborough Public Library, has been 
appointed Chief Librarian at Croydon, out of a large number of 
candidates. Mr. Jast was born at Halifax in 1868, and trained in 
Library work at the Halifax Public Library, receiving the appointment 
of Librarian at Peterborough in 1892. He has chiefly distinguished 
himself as an advocate of the Dewey classification, and of annotated 
catalogues and bulletins. 


Tue Local Government Board has issued an order transferring the 
powers of the Clerkenwell Public Library Commissioners to the Vestry. 
We understand other London Vestries are moving for the same powers, 
and two bills in Parliament, or about to be introduced, contain 
provisions for a general transfer of all existing independent local 
authorities to the Vestries. 


Tue Exeter Free Library, or rather, “the Devon and Exeter Albert 
Memorial Museum and Free Library,” has now a stock of 21,457 
volumes, of which 7,689 are in the Lending, and 13,768 in the 
Reference Department. 4004 volumes were added during the year 
ending March, 1898, from the bequest of the late Mr. Fisher. ‘The 
museum side of the work occupies a fair share of the attention of Mr. 
James Dallas, the Curator and Librarian. 


Mr. Z. Moon, the Librarian of Leyton Public Library, reports on the 
good work accomplished during the year 1897-98 at the institution 
under his care. The opening of the new building was the chief event 
of the year, but a very important departure was also the admission of 
children to the benefits of the Library without restriction as to age. 
The total issues of books numbered 174,404, and the Library contains 
13,405 volumes of which 2,517 are in the Reference Department. 


Tue Kilburn Public Library has published its Fifth Annual Report, 
from which it appears that 69,048 volumes were issued for home 
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reading, and 2,144 volumes for reference, during the year. The 
stock numbers 7,292 volumes. It would be much more intelligible if 
the Willesden District Council would issue a joint report for the three 
Libraries which it supports at Kilburn, Harlesden, and Willesden 
Green, instead of permitting each of these branches to figure as a 


separate administrative area. The municipal divisions of the Metro-" 


politan area and its outskirts are difficult to understand as it is, and the 
method employed at Willesden only makes confusion worse confounded. 
There is nothing in the Kilburn Report to show that it is but a part of 
Willesden. On the contrary, the list of the Committee and Financial 
Statement taken together might lead anyone unacquainted with the 
facts to believe that Kilburn was an important County Borough levying 
its own Library Rate. 


LIBRARY ASSOCIATIONS. 


eee 
THE LIBRARY ASSOCIATION. 


PRESIDENT: Mr. H. R. Tedder. How. Sec.: Mr. J. Y. W. MacAlister. 
Offices: 20, Hanover Square, London, W. 


T the Special Meeting of this Association, held at Brentford, on 
Monday, July 11th, nearly thirty members attended, including 
the President and Messrs. Barkas (Richmond), Brown (Clerk- 

eawell), Carter (Kingston), Cotgreave (West Ham), Crowther (Derby), 
Fortune (London), Foskett (Camberwell), Gilburt (Day’s Library, 
London), Inkster (Battersea), Martin (Hammersmith), Pacy (St. 
George’s, Hanover Square), Plant (Shoreditch), Quinn (Chelsea), 
Shuttleworth (Rotherhithe), &c. A number of the visitors went first to 
Kew Gardens, where they were shown over the Botanical Library. 
Afterwards the party was received and entertained at Clifden House, 
the home of the Brentford Library and offices of the District Council, 
by members of the Library Committee, and Mr. Fred. Turner, the 
Librarian. Mr. Thomas Layton occupied the Chair, and was supported 
by some members of the Committee and Mr. H. R. Tedder. Mr. 
‘Turner read his paper on “ Brentford and its Public Library,” which 
dealt with the local history of the town and concluded with a description 
of the Library. Votes of thanks were moved, seconded, and supported 
by Messrs. Crowther, Inkster, Cotgreave, Tedder, and Pacy. Mr. 
Cotgreave paid a tribute to Mr. Turner’s ability as a Librarian, which 
was endorsed by all present. A neat little souvenir of the visit, 
containing photographs of the Library, &c., by Mr. Turner, was 
presented to the members. A report of the meeting will be found in 
the County of Middlesex Independent for July 13th, 1898. 

The Voting Paper for the Election of Officers and Council has 
just been issued, and we are pleased to see several nominations on the 
lines indicated in our last number. If members will sink their personal 
preferences and vote only for those country members who can attend, 
there will be some hope of getting a more representative Council. It 
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is rather disappointing to find so many purely professional nominations, 
and among these to have such a large majority of Public Library men. 
Surely there are others besides Librarians in this Association capable of 
looking after the business and other interests of the members. In our 
opinion, it would be much better for librarianship and for the prosperity 
of the Association itself, if the Council were constituted on more 
catholic lines. Out of nearly fifty nominations there are only four 
gentlemen who are not professional Librarians, and of these four, only 
one is a London member. A Council constituted so completely of 
professional members will lend some colour to the argument, so often 
heard, that the Association is a Librarians’ Trade Union. We trust 
the four non-professional candidates will be returned, and that next 
year an effort will be made to obtain the services of members repre- 
sentative of every aspect of library work, and also of the literary and 
non-professional side of the Association. 

The arrangements for the Southport Meeting are not quite 
completed, but we learn that the programme will include a Conver- 
sazione at the Town Hall, Southport, on Monday evening, August 
22nd; a visit to Preston, Stonyhurst College, and Whalley Abbey on 
Wednesday ; the Annual Dinner on Thursday evening ; anda visit to 
Wigan and Haigh Hall on Friday. ‘The Papers and Discussions will 
be taken on Tuesday and Thursday forenoons and afternoons, and the 
Annual Business Meeting will probably be held on Tuesday afternoon. 

The Summer School will not be held as previously announced, but 
instead, another session of Lectures will be organised later on in the 
year. We agree with the statement made by a student in another part 
of this journal as regards one subject, that the Lectures were tco 
comprehensive for beginners. A huge subject, like Bibliography for 
instance, cannot be effectually dealt with in a short series of Lectures. 
It is unfair to Lecturers and Students alike to cram so much into a 
single session, and we trust the Education Committee will not repeat 
the well-meant but over-ambitious effort to teach in ten lessons what 
most Librarians cannot master in a lifetime. 

The Education Committee of the Library Association has issued 
a “Report of a meeting to inaugurate classes for the Technical 
Training of Librarians,” which gives an account of the speeches 
delivered by the Bishop of London and others. The prospectus of 
the classes is printed, and the number of students who were enrolled 
is also given. Fifty-eight students attended, of whom fifty-one were 
employed in Libraries, and seven were not. We understand that a 
movement is on foot to obtain the exclusion of students not attached 
to libraries. Whatever grounds may be assigned for confining these 
classes to students employed in Libraries, we are convinced that it will 
prove a very short-sighted and mistaken act of policy to make any 
distinction whatsoever. It is a matter about which the general public 
may have something to say, as the whole question turns upon the 
efficiency of Library staffs, and readers have a right to the des? assist- 
ants from whatever source recruited. 
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NORTH MIDLAND LIBRARY ASSOCIATION. 


HE Annual Excursion of this Association was held on Thursday, 

T June 3oth. With it was merged the Annual Picnic of the 

Nottingham Free Public Libraries’ Staff. The place selected 

this year was Sutton-on-the-Sea and Mabletnorpe. A very enjoyable 
day was spent. 

J. Porrer Briscor, Hon. Sec. 


THE BIRMINGHAM AND DISTRICT LIBRARY 
ASSOCIATION. 

HIS is the youngest of the Provincial Library Associations, but 
has already proved successful in bringing together those who 
are engaged in library work in the densely populated district of 

South Staffordshire, as well as in Warwickshire and Worcestershire. 
Many of these are not members of the parent Association, if we may 
so describe the L. A., and had, hitherto, few opportunities of meeting 
their confréres, or of discussing topics bearing on the work in which 
they are engaged. The District Association has afforded opportunities 
for such discussions and for visiting in turn the Libraries of the district, 
whereby methods of work may be compared and suggestions stored up 
for practical experiment by visiting members in their own Libraries. 
During the present season visits have been paid to Coventry, Hands- 
worth and Leamington, and arrangements have been made to visit 
Iudley early in September, where the next meeting is to be held, and 
to hold the Annual Meeting in Birmingham at the beginning of Octo- 
ber. The Association now numbers thirty members, eleven of whom 
are Chief Librarians, seven have charge of Branch Libraries, the 
remainder being either Assistants in Libraries or persons interested in 
Library work, Members of Committees, &c. Mr. Alfred Morgan, 
Librarian of Walsall, is President of the Association during the present 
year; previous occupants of the post being Mr. John Elliot (Wolver- 
hampton), and Mr. A. Capel Shaw, the newly appointed Chief Librarian 
of the Birmingham Free Libraries. The Secretary is Mr. Robert K. 
Dent (Aston Manor), and the terms of subscription 2s. od. per annum, 
Assistants paying 1s. od. only. 


LIBRARY ASSOCIATION : NortH WESTERN BRANCH. 


CHAIRMAN: Alderman H. Rawson. How. Sec.: Mr. C. Madeley. 
Past-President, Library Association. The Museum, Warrington. 

HE Branch was founded at Manchester, July 15th, 1896, and is 
designed to consist of all those members of the Library Associa- 
tion who reside in Lancashire or Cheshire, together with such 

others as may signify their wish to join. At present the list of mem- 
bers contains about 100 names. In forming the Branch, it was thought 
that, without holding frequent meetings at stated intervals, and without 
superseding the meetings hitherto carried on by the Librarians of the 
district, useful work might be found in connection with questions of 
legislation, rating, instruction and examination of assistants, and other 
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practical matters, more especially such as affect the working of Muni- 
cipal Libraries. 

A Summer School for the Northern Counties has been established, 
the second session of which was held at the Liverpool Free Libraries, 
during three days in June, 1898. The School is managed by a small 
sub-committee, the Secretary of which is Mr. G. T. Shaw, The 
Atheneum, Liverpool. ‘The date and place of the next session will 
be announced shortly. i 


LIBRARIANS OF THE MERSEY DISTRICT. 
Hon. Secretary: Mr. Charles Madeley. 
The Museum, Warrington. 

HE Quarterly Meeting of Librarians of the Mersey District 
commenced 23rd November, 1887, as an informal Club, open 
to all Librarians and Assistants in Lancashire and Cheshire. 

The meetings are held by invitation, at the various Libraries of the 
district in turn, and places have thus been visited once or oftener. 
Papers are read, chiefly on subjects of practical Librarianship, new 
publications, forms and appliances are exhibited, and Libraries in- 
spected. The last meeting was held at the Manchester Free Library, 
on March 25th, on which occasion the members had the privilege of 
inspecting the building, not yet finished, of the John Rylands Library. 
The number of Members is 38, but the attendance of Assistants as 
visitors is encouraged, and the total number present averages 24 at 
each meeting. 


LIBRARY ASSISTANTS’ ASSOCIATION. 
CHAIRMAN: Mr. F. M. Roberts. Hon. Secretary: Mr. B. L. Dyer. 


HE Annual Meeting took place on 13th July, 1898, at 20, 
Hanover Square; many members and friends present. The 
Annual Report and Balance Sheet were adopted. A motion to 

declare. vacant the seats of all London members of Committee absent 
thrice consecutively was carried, also a resolution protesting against the 
admitting of outsiders to the L.A. classes. ‘The ballot for officers and 
Committee resulted in the following :—Chairman (no contest), Mr. F. 
M. Roberts; Treasurer (no contest), Mr. W. Chambers; Hon. Secretary, 
Mr. B. L. Dyer, forty-one votes; Mr. A. T. Ward, eighteen votes; former 
declared elected. For the Committee, all the old members desiring re- 
election were returned, with the addition of Messrs. Brown and Denton. 

After the usual vote of thanks, the Chairman called on Mr. Carter 

to present to Mr. J. Y. W. MacAlister the suitably inscribed solid silver 
salver, which the members of the L.A.A. had decided to present to 
him on his retirement from the Hon. Secretaryship of the L.A., in 
recognition of his unvaried kindness and help to the Junior Association. 
This having been done, Mr. MacAlister suitably replied, and his 
probable successor, Mr. Pacy also spoke. 

A visit to Windsor Castle took place on July 28th, and in August 

the Association visits Pope’s Villa, ‘Twickenham. 

Official Journal, Zhe Library Assistant. 
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LINCOLN, 
July 15th, 1898. 
To the Editor of Tue Liprary Wor-p. 

Sirn,—Welcome to Zhe Library World! If the proposed 
programme of the new magazine is carried out, it will more than justify 
its existence ; if it falls short of that, but maintains, with impartiality 
and punctuality, the standard of its first number, there is ample room 
for it, and so I heartily bid it welcome, and wish it long life. 

My letter is inspired by your own gracious challenge (on page 7 of 
your first number) that the “largest circulation” is mof at the Ealing 
Public Library. I am in a position to take up the gauntlet which you 
there gently lay down, and name a town in relation to which Ealing 
must stand proxime accessit First, let me say, that it is, I think, at 
the smaller towns we must look for the largest issue per inhabitant, and, 
by this mode of expressing the issue, Ealing has undoubtedly a very 
large one, and, though issues are wof the standard by which utility can 
be measured, there 7s most chance of benefit accruing when the issue is 
largest. The Ealing Librarian has kindly forwarded me their Second 
Annual Report (1884-5), from which I see they base their claim (last 
Report, 1897-8) of having “in the first full year of working at once 
attained the largest circulation of books in proportion to population of 
any Public Library in the United Kingdom” on the strength of a 
proportionate issue to each inhabitant of 4.8. The Xenda/ Public 
Library was opened in 1892, and so was not in existence at the time of 
Ealing’s Second Report, still the last Report says they have “ steadily 
maintained that position,” and with that remark Kendal competes, and 
is facile princeps. From January to December, 1893 (the first full 
year), the issue at Kendal (Lending Department only, for the Reference 
books are on open shelves and no record kept) was 106,060 with a 
population of 14,603, which gives, in ratio to the population, the 
remarkable issue of 7.2 volumes per inhabitant. 

In the last Report Ealing’s issue in ratio to population has dropped 
slightly to 4.43, which, I notice, includes this time the Reference 
issues, and though by the deduction of these it is only reduced to 4.38, 
yet, if some places included their Reference Departments, Ealing’s 
position would be less secure; but taking the period (April ’97 to 
March ’98) covered by this Report, at Kendal, the Librarian tells me, 
the issue (which is now quite normal) from the Lending Department 
was 68,656, with a population of 14,970 (the population is almost 
stationary) which gives 4.58 as the issue per inhabitant, and so Kendal 
leads again, but not by very much this time. 

It is unfortunate that the Kendal Public Library Committee 
cannot see their way to publish an Annual Report, hence it is not 
suprising that Ealing and other Libraries know nothing of Kendal’s 
work, and indeed Kendal itself does not know of its exalted position 
in the library world. It is to be hoped the Committee w7// soon 
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publish a Report giving the issues for each year since opening, for, in 
proportion to the population, the issue from the Lending Department 
is probably higher than in any town in the Kingdom; at all events 
higher than Ealing, which has claimed that glory for more than a dozen 
years. 
Yours faithfully 
Henry Bonn. 


West Ham Pustic 
STRATFORD, Lonpon, E. 
July 17, 1898. 
To the Editor of Tur Liprary Wor 

Dear Sir—I note that in your July number of Zhe Library 
IVorid particular notice is taken of the success of “ open-access ” in the 
few libraries using it. Now this I do not object to if the same 
treatment is accorded to the success of other systems in vogue in other 
libraries in the proportion of 30 and 4o to 1 of “open-access” ones. 
You mention Newcastle, Battersea, St. Martin’s, Reading, Ealing, Hull, 
Buxton, Preston, Streatham, Christchurch, Lincoln, St. Saviour’s, 
Plymouth, Chelsea, Arbroath, &c., but you do not appear to consider 
that these systems are successful enough to call attention to, conse- 
quently you leave the impression on the minds of inexperienced 
Committee-men or assistants that there is some special virtue in “open- 
access” which is greatly superior to that of other systems. You 
distinctly ask, in reference to Ealing claiming the largest issue in 
proportion to population, “why Ealing should obtain this distinction ?” 
Is it not as likely that it is owing to its novel method of charging as that 
the success of other libraries is due to “open-access?” I certainly 
think that if ave method is to be advertised a// shou'd be, if the 
reputation for impartiality of the new journal is to be maintained. 

Yours faithfully, 
A. COTGREAVE. 


[We can assure Mr. Cotgreave that a@// library methods have equal 
interest for us. The mention of certain open-access libraries was 
purely accidental, and arose from the fact that, in the reports from 
which our information was derived, special mention was made of 
the methods of issue. It would be a useful feature if library re- 
ports were to include notices of the methods of administration. 
Often it is difficult to obtain this kind of information.—Eprror. } 


“SincLe Ticket” requests information as to the practical working of 
the Two Ticket System, one being for Fiction, and the other for a7 
other classes, not restricted to Music only. 
Are the losses increased? Has a guarantor been called upon and 
refused to pay for a “Second ticket ” book lost by the borrower ? 
Perhaps some Senior Assistants, who actually work the system and 
therefore know its good and bad points, will oblige with replies. 


